August 23, 2019
Dear Member of Congress,
As organizations advocating for the well-being of children and families in North
Carolina, we are deeply disturbed by the new Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) “public charge” rule scheduled to go into effect on October 15,
2019. If enacted, this rule will negatively affect thousands of North Carolina’s
immigrant families, and jeopardize the health and safety of their children,
many of whom are U.S. citizens. We urge you to join Rep. David Price (NC-4)
in supporting HR 3222 which would protect North Carolina children
by denying federal funds needed to implement the rule.
If enacted, the public charge rule will harm thousands of North
Carolina children as fear and confusion about this complex rule may discourage
many immigrant families from enrolling or keeping their children enrolled
in critical programs such as Medicaid and CHIP. North Carolina has made
tremendous strides in assuring children’s health by increasing the number of
children who have health coverage, specifically the number of children enrolled
in Medicaid and CHIP. A large and growing body of research shows that
Medicaid coverage in childhood results in healthy development, and that better
pediatric health leads to longer, healthier lives; a greater likelihood of finishing
high school or attending college, and a more prosperous future. Nevertheless,
under the public charge rule immigrant families may be less likely to bring
their children to the doctor for immunizations, preventative well-checks, or
critical treatment for life-threatening illnesses such as asthma.
In addition, key benefits that immigrant families may rely on for a short period
of time – such as SNAP, housing assistance, SSI and TANF – are
critical programs for their children and contribute to their ability to remain
healthy and in school. We believe the public charge rule will create a chilling
effect for immigrant families who may be fearful of using these programs, thus
resulting in children who are not receiving the nutrition, stable housing and
other resources they need to be healthy and safe.
Congress can protect children in immigrant families from this harmful rule but
it will take your leadership and your voice. We urge you to support HR 3222
and to publicly speak out against the “public charge” rule.
Respectfully Signed,
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