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Support HB 632/SB 506 to Raise the Age for Youth Acased of Minor Offenses:
Get it Right the First Time so we Don’'t Pay Twice ér Minor Crime

North Carolina is one of only two states that coudi to prosecute all 16- and 17-year-olds as adutte
criminal justice system, with no exceptions. Eviceshows that youth who go through the adult system
are more likely to commit further crimes down tbad than those who don't, increasing costs to socie
and taxpayers. Instead of paying twice, let’s gaght the first time by keeping 16- and 17-ye&tsowho
commit minor crimes in the juvenile system whereytbelong. Placing these youth appropriately in the
juvenile system improves public safety, reducessciosthe long run, and eliminates unnecessary
roadblocks to life success in the paths of youtl ate rehabilitated.

Most Crimes Committed by Youth are Minor
Ninety-four percent (94%) of 16- and 17-year-oldgsted in the adult system are accused of nomniol
crimes’

e 79 percent are accused of misdemeanors.

« 18 percent are accused of low-level felonies (diabs

* Only 3 percent are accused of serious feloniesgdaE).

Legislative Task Force Recommends Juvenile SystemrfMost Youth

The Youth Accountability Task Force, a body of &giors and experts who have been studying the issu
of raising the age of juvenile court jurisdictiamr fL8 months, recommends that the three perceyawh
accused of serious felonies continue be processed the adult system per current law.

But the Task Force has recommended tivabther 97 percent of youth- those accused of misdemeanors
and low-level felonies stay in the juvenile justice system.

Juvenile System Improves Public Safety, Reduces Gas the Long Run

Because of the minor crimes they commit, most yauthe adult system receive probation only, which
lacks the supports found in the juvenile justicetesn and leaves youth largely unsupervised andwutith
the resources to become productive citizens asrtfagyre. On the other hand, the juvenile systemires
parental involvement in the process and requirasytbuth participate in relevant mentoring, tutgrin
mental health and substance abuse treatment, etycaiunseling and restitution —all of which are
proven methods to help put youth back on the ngtth.

In North Carolinayouth who serve timen adult prisons aremore thartwice as likely to be reconvicted
laterof other crimesas youthwho are punished and rehabilitaiadhe juvenile systent

We can keep paying for the costs of crime, or weiggest in our youth and get it right the firsha.
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