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From Classroom to Courtroom

Nortw Carolina’s Accelerated School—to—Prison Pipeline

When students are suspended or expelled without access to alternative education
placements, many slip out of the mainstream and into the juvenile and adult
criminal justice systems,

1. S'\'rugejling Schools

Too many of our most vulnerable students are enrolled in schools that

are strugaling with lackH of resources,
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> 2. Harswh Discipline Policies

Zevo—tolerance policies mean harsher discipline and wigher suspension and
expulsion rates. Repeated suspensions and expulsions have been shown to maHe it

Mmuckh more difficult for students to graduate.

During the 2008-2009 academic yeart
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1 out of 10 students received short— days.

term suspensions, 115 students were expelled.,

In Nortw Cavrolina, disconnected students lose their basic rights to

education. The state does not mandate alternative learning placements
for suspended or expelled students.
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In North Carolina, alstudent can leqally
quit school at aqe l6.

B. End of the Road’

CriMi“A' J“s-‘ic.& S,S""&M Youth whe are not in school are more liely than

their peers to become involved with the juvenile

» TInvolvement justice or adult criminal justice systems.
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s preosecute all 16=-and 17"~¢a\r‘ole\$ in the

adult criminal justice system wastes young
lives, Fosters crime, does not increase publ
safety and costs society more in the long o

justice system were for school~based offenses,
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Nortw Carolina is one of TWO states that

abtomatically prosecute all 16—and 17—
year—olds in the adult system, without

exception.
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